
several megabat species are important 

dispersal agents for cashews including 

straw-coloured fruit bats, gambian 
epauletted fruit bats and Peters’ dwarf 
epauletted fruit bats.

because these wonderful mammals consume serious agricultural pests of peanuts, 
almonds, macadamias, pecans and walnuts including pecan nut casebearers, hickory 
shuckworms, corn earworms, leafhoppers, planthoppers and several stink bug species.

we are nuts about bats

tropical cacao agroforestry, bats 
and birds suppress arthropod densities 

and increase crop yield by 

a sweet 31 percent.

cotton

peaches

peanuts

oranges

artichokes

tomatoes

strawberries

apples

sweetcorn

millions

billions

of freetailed bats ascend to high altitudes 

to exploit the seasonal migrations of 

of moths including corn earworms 

and fall armyworms from crops in 

the lower rio grande valley of northern 

mexico and southern texas.  many of 

the crop species that armyworms 

ttarget are economically important.

 I'll toast to that!
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Fig hero, fig hero,
fig hero!

frugivorous bats are important seed dispersers that play significant roles in the evolution 

and maintenance of tropical ecosystems.

figs are keystone species - their fruit are a key resource for some frugivores including 

capuchin monkeys, langurs, hornbills and fig parrots.

THROUGH POLLINATION AND SEED 

DISPERSAL, BATS CONTRIBUTE 
IMMENSELY TO EvERYDAY 

PHARMACEUTICALS AND COSMETICS 

including SHEA BUTTER, neem and 
YLANG-YLANG - an essential oil 

important to the aromatherapy 

anand perfume industry 

(e.g. chanel no. 5) 

female european free-tailed bats exhibit a dietary bias towards large migratory moths, including 
Silver Y and black cutworm moths - two agricultural pests affecting crops including tomatoes, 
sugar beets and potatoes.

the wine industry committee of bordeaux knows bats and vineyards are 

in the gironde region of southwest france, nineteen of twenty two native bat 
species consume grapevine and  cochylis moths - the bane of french winegrowers.

the perfect pairing


